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the individual sheep it matters nothing whether he
is eaten by the wolf or dies of disease or starvation*
He has to die any way, and the particular way is un-
important. The wolf is simply one of the limiting
forces upon sheep, and if he were removed others
would come into play. The sheep, left to himself,
would still give a practical illustration of the
doctrine of Malthus. If, as evolutionists tell us, the
hostility of the wolf tends to improve the breed of
sheep, to encourage him to think more and to
sharpen his wits, the sheep may be, on the whole,
the better for the wolf, in this sense at least: that
the sheep of a wolfless region might lead a more
wretched existence, and be less capable animals and
more subject to disease and starvation than the
sheep in a wolf-haunted region. The wolf may, so
far, be a blessing in disguise.

This suggests another obvious remark. When we
speak of the struggle for existence, the popular view
seems to construe this into the theory that the world
is a mere cockpit, in which one race carries on an
interminable struggle with the other. If the wolves
are turned in with the sheep, the first result will be
that all the sheep will become mutton, and the last
that there will be one big wolf with all the others
inside him. But this is contrary to the essence of
the doctrine. Every race depends, we all hold, upon